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Cover art for Asian Law Caucus’s 2010 annual dinner by Debbie Dare.

Table of Contents

	 3	 Mission and Programs

	 4	 Message from the Executive Director and Board Chair

	 5	 Asian American Center for Advancing Justice

	 6	I mmigrant Rights

	 8	 Housing, Elder Law, and Community Development

	10	 Employment Rights

	12	N ational Security and Civil Rights

	14	 Juvenile Justice and Education Project

	16	 Fred T. Korematsu Institute for Civil Rights and Education

	18	 Civic Participation

	19	 Partners

	21	 Funders

	22	 Donors

	26	 Board of Directors and Staff

	27	 Financial Summary



2
0

0
9

 A
n

n
u

al


 R
ep


o

rt
 3

Programs

The practice of law at the Asian Law Caucus 

is not simply about representing our clients in 

court. Since 1972, our model of individual and 

community empowerment has been a multi-

faceted one, combining legal representation, 

community education, organizing, media, and policy 

advocacy. Each of these strategies works in tandem to serve 

our broader goal of empowering Asian and Pacific Islander communities. 

Both community needs and the Caucus’s strategies define our efforts 

in the areas of immigrant rights; housing, elder law, and community 

development; employment rights; national security and civil rights; juvenile 

justice and education; and civic participation. Some of our programs cut 

across class and ethnic lines, while others focus on defending the rights 

of vulnerable populations. All our programs are committed to the pursuit 

of equality and justice for all sectors of our society.

Asian Law Caucus Mission and Programs

s

The mission of the Asian Law Caucus is to 
promote, advance, and represent the legal and civil 

rights of Asian and Pacific Islander (API) communities. 

The Asian Law Caucus is committed to the pursuit of 

equality and justice for all sectors of our society, 

with a specific focus directed toward addressing the 

needs of low income, immigrant, and underserved APIs.

s  San Francisco 
Pride March, 
June  2009.
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Message from the Executive Director
		    				    and Board Chair

Dear Supporters and Friends,
We are proud to share with you our accomplishments 

in 2009. Thank you for your generous support this past 
year. Because of you, we were able to reach our goals in 
three successful campaigns:   finishing the Community 
Room in our permanent home at 55 Columbus Avenue, the 
launching of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute for Civil Rights 
and Education, and establishing the Ronald Takaki Scholar-
Activist Fellowship.

With this year’s annual report, we are unveiling a new way of working with our affiliates. We 
hope you will join us in welcoming this change in our organizational structure and visibility.

Over the past several years, we have worked closely with three other leading Asian 
American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) legal and civil rights organizations. Now we are at a new 
and exciting crossroads in our relationship. In June 2010, the Asian American Institute (AAI), 
Asian American Justice Center (AAJC), Asian Law Caucus (ALC), and Asian Pacific American 
Legal Center (APALC) took the first official step towards working together under one name—
Asian American Center for Advancing Justice—in order to effectively advance civil and human 
rights for all AAPI communities across the nation. Given our longstanding mutual cooperation, 
enhancing our partnership in this way is a natural progression.

Under our new name, AAI, AAJC, ALC, and APALC will collaborate to further our social 
justice agendas while preserving each organization’s independence. We will work closely to 
develop a common vision and platform for action while continuing to use our wide-reaching 
expertise and capacity to affect change in areas of interest to our constituents, including 
redistricting, voter mobilization, criminal justice, housing, and education. Because we are 
strategically located around the country, together we have an even greater ability to elevate 
community issues to a national level.

We will continue to maintain our current programs and mission and look forward to 
partnering with our affiliates to build a stronger voice and achieve more impact on the issues 
that mean so much to all of us. Over a transitional period, the new name will serve as a tagline 
but eventually we will retire our existing names in order to build a more powerful and unified 
affiliation: Asian American Center for Advancing Justice.

We look forward to keeping you posted on these developments and welcome your input 
on how to ensure the success of this effort.

Sincerely,

Titi Liu	 Larry Lowe
Executive Director	 Chair, Board of Directors
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The mission of the Asian American 
Center for Advancing Justice is 
to promote a fair and equitable society for 

all by working for civil and human rights 

and empowering Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders and other underserved communities.
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Direct Services

The Asian Law Caucus’s advocacy for immigrant rights extends 
from basic family immigration petitions to naturalization assistance 
for disabled seniors to the defense of detained immigrants facing 
deportation. We serve hundreds of clients each year, and by 
partnering with community organizations from San Francisco to 

Sacramento, we provide services in a wide variety of languages. Our broad reach and the large 
number of people we assist enable Caucus staff to quickly identify emerging problem areas, 
allowing us to have a more effective focus on community education and policy advocacy.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement Raids

The Caucus is challenging the legality of a number of recent raids on homes and workplaces 
in which Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents failed to consistently comply with 
constitutional requirements of due process and protections against unreasonable searches and 
seizures. In 2008, ICE conducted a large raid in the Oakland and Berkeley school districts, 
entering homes without proper warrants, and seizing and interrogating immigrants in excess of 
its legal authority. A court order barring the use of evidence obtained in violation of the Fourth 
and Fifth amendments is the main protection against such acts, and we have filed numerous 
motions to suppress this evidence.

Illegal Detention of United States Citizens

Caucus staff has assisted more than ten U.S. citizens illegally detained by ICE in the 
agency’s attempts to deport them. These cases generally involve individuals who immigrated 
to the United States as children and whose parents became naturalized U.S. citizens before the 
children turned 18 years of age, thereby bestowing citizenship upon the children. In 2009, after 
the San Francisco Chronicle highlighted a Caucus case involving a U.S. citizen illegally detained 

[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Immigrant Rights

reating a realistic path to permanent residency that strengthens 
our country and keeps families together is one of the Asian Law 
Caucus’s major commitments. We provide legal services to 
those in greatest need while also engaging in the public debate 
to support proposals that champion a more humane and just 
immigration policy.

c
We provide legal 
services to those 
in greatest need.

s

Caucus staff 
reached out to the 
Southeast Asian 
community at an 
immigration town 
hall in Fresno.

s
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for over four months, ICE changed its local policy and now releases U.S. citizens immediately 
after they submit evidence that they derived citizenship from their naturalized parents. 
In early 2010, we met with Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren, chair of the House Immigration 
Subcommittee, to ask that ICE’s local policy be expanded nationwide.

Curbing Abuse and Misuse of Anti-Terrorist Laws Against 
Asylees and Refugees 

We continue to advocate on behalf of asylees and refugees who face Kafkaesque claims 
that they pose a national security risk because they were robbed and threatened by violent 
extremists before fleeing their home country. U.S. immigration authorities deem them to be 
as undeserving of relief as their persecutors by claiming that handing over one’s property at 
gunpoint is providing “material support to a terrorist organization.” The Caucus has challenged 
numerous delays and denials of applications for legal resident status stemming from such 
strained interpretations of the material support bar. In addition to direct representation of 
clients, we provide technical assistance to numerous practitioners litigating a wide range of 
material support cases. In several cases, the Caucus has filed amicus briefs with appellate 
courts considering the proper application of the national security bars. 

ASPIRE

Asian Students Promoting Immigrant Rights through Education (ASPIRE) is in its second 
year as the first and only Asian and Pacific Islander (API) undocumented youth group. 
Currently made up of a diverse group of immigrant students between the ages of 15 to 24, 
the youth share their testimonies at legislative visits and speak at rallies and town halls to build 
awareness about API undocumented students and the need for immigration reform. ASPIRE 
students also facilitate workshops at high schools and college campuses to bring resources to 
other immigrant students. By engaging youth in the broader immigrant rights movement and 
working with community partners, ASPIRE is participating in the fight for a just and humane 
immigration reform bill.

Our broad reach and the large number of people we 
assist enable Caucus staff to quickly identify emerging 
problem areas, allowing us to have a more effective 
focus on community education and policy advocacy.

s

Working closely with the 
East Bay’s Sikh community, 
Caucus attorney Sin Yen Ling 
(left) talks with women at a 
gurdwara in  El Sobrante.

s
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Community Development

The Asian Law Caucus is proud to have joined forces 
with organizers mobilizing the Thai community to protect the 
First Amendment freedoms of the Wat Mongkolratanaram 
Berkeley Thai Temple. In 2008, the temple came under 
fire when some neighbors raised concerns to the Berkeley 
Zoning Adjustment Board about traffic, noise, and odors 
stemming from the temple’s popular Sunday food-offering 

tradition. These neighbors sought to severely reduce the hours of operation 
of the Buddhist practice that came to be affectionately known as “Sunday 
brunch.” The imminent danger was that the restrictions would lead to the 
temple’s failure to earn enough revenue to keep its doors open. 

 In response, Thai community organizers from across the region came together to form the 
Save the Thai Temple (STTT) collective, championing the temple’s right as a religious institution 
to practice its Buddhist traditions. Caucus staff joined STTT activists to raise awareness of the 
federal rights created by the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act that protects 
religious institutions such as the Thai Temple from unfair use of zoning laws inhibiting the 
religious activities that they practice. 

[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Housing, Elder Law,
	 and Community Development

or decades, the Asian Law 
Caucus has provided direct legal 
services to low income, limited 
English-speaking immigrants on 
matters ranging from eviction 
defense to discrimination. We 
focus primarily on gateway 
communities for new immigrants, 
such as San Francisco Chinatown 
where large numbers of tenants 
are in danger of displacement due 
to gentrification. We also work 
closely with partner agencies to 
monitor trends in development 
and empower community 
members, particularly seniors, 
with awareness of their rights.

f

s  Monks offer Sunday 
brunch at the Wat 
Mongkolratanaram Thai 
Temple in Berkeley. 
(Raymond Virata)

s  Mr. Kay is one of the tenants who 
fought for affordable housing at 53 
Columbus in San Francisco Chinatown. 
(Carlo de la Cruz)
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We work closely with partner agencies to monitor 
trends in development and empower community 
members with awareness of their rights.

s

Over the course of 17 months, STTT participated in six mediation sessions, four zoning 
hearings, and several compromises by the temple, including cutting its Sunday hours by half. 
In September 2009, the Wat Mongkolratanaram Berkeley Thai Temple won a unanimous vote 
by Berkeley’s Mayor and City Council to continue its Sunday food offerings. This was a great 
victory for all our communities. 

Senior Rights Education

With funding from the San Francisco Department of Aging and Adult Services 
and in collaboration with our partners—API Legal Outreach, La Raza Centro Legal, 
and Legal Assistance to the Elderly—the Caucus serves San Francisco’s elderly 
residents with the publication of the San Francisco Senior Rights Bulletin. Every 
quarter in 2009, we distributed 10,000 multilingual bulletins to senior centers, 
community organizations, and libraries throughout the city. The bulletin covers 
important local, state, and federal issues such as consumer rights, immigration, 
fraud prevention, housing, health, and public benefits.

Pro Bono Fellow Joins Asian Law Caucus Team 

A new member joined our housing and elder law team this year. Alvina Wong is a deferred 
associate from the Chicago-based law firm Winston & Strawn LLP. She provides essential 
case support, research, and Cantonese language skills that are helping us reach out even more 
to the Chinese-speaking community. A 2009 graduate of Berkeley Law School, Ms. Wong is 
also a Bay Area native. We are very grateful to Winston & Strawn for generously supporting her 
year as a pro bono fellow with the Caucus.

s  The Caucus addresses community development issues and provides legal assistance for 
immigrant residents in such gateway communities as San Francisco Chinatown. (Elaine Joe)
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[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Employment Rights

n recognition of a significant concentration of Asian and Pacific 
Islanders in low wage, service industry jobs, the Asian Law 
Caucus advocates for safe and fair working conditions. Two 
major areas of concentration are the nail salon industry—
striving to make nail salons safer places to work—and the taxi 
industry—often described as a sweatshop on wheels. With both 
projects, we support increased regulatory oversight and worker 
involvement for improving conditions.

i

Taxi Worker Project

The Asian Law Caucus’s Taxi Worker Project supports 
the Bay Area’s thousands of mostly immigrant drivers through 
individual representation, organizing, and policy advocacy. We 
work closely with drivers and driver organizations across the 
country to shift an industry with some of the most low-paying, 

dangerous, and economically unstable jobs in the nation.
In January 2009, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom announced a plan to 

fix the city’s budget crisis on the backs of taxi workers. Along with the United 
Taxicab Workers, the Caucus launched a legal, policy, and organizing campaign to 

prevent the plan from moving forward. We led a legislative effort that resulted in a unanimous 
resolution at the Board of Supervisors. We also built a coalition of industry stakeholders who, 
for the first time, marched together outside of City Hall, asking the mayor and the Municipal 
Transportation Agency to protest the plan. While the plan is being ushered through, we are 
continuing to join the taxi community in making sure drivers’ rights are protected.

Also at the start of 2009, the East Bay Taxi Worker Alliance went on strike, demanding 
fair treatment from a large Oakland taxicab company. When the company fired many of the 
striking drivers, the Caucus assisted the taxi workers by building broad scale community and 
organizational support around the rights violations they faced. 

To share the successes and lessons of this year, we held a national taxi worker organizing 
conference in San Francisco in September 2009. Bringing together drivers and driver organizers 
from across the country, including from New York and Los Angeles, the Caucus spearheaded 
this effort to build a national workers’ movement.

We work closely with drivers and driver organizations 
across the country to shift an industry with some of 
the most low-paying, dangerous, and economically 
unstable jobs in the nation.

s
s  Organizing to 
protect Prop K and 
stop the sale of 
taxi medallions.
(Rob Yanagida)
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Nail Salon Project

The Asian Law Caucus continues to engage the nail salon 
community to establish policies creating healthier, safer workplace 
practices and products. Our goal is to empower the community with 
the knowledge, tools, and skills to make their own workplaces safer.

While California is in the midst of developing a comprehensive 
Green Chemistry Initiative, we are still years away from protecting workers who 
are putting their health at risk to earn a living. Nail salon and cosmetology workers 
on a daily basis handle solvents, chemical solutions, and cosmetic products 
that contain chemicals known to be carcinogenic and suspected of causing 

reproductive harm. Recent studies suggest an elevated prevalence of work related health 
problems among nail salon workers compared to the general population, such as finding in the 
body much higher levels of phthalates, toxic chemicals used as solvents in many cosmetics. 

To address the concerns of toxics exposure, we are teaming up with the California Healthy 
Nail Salon Collaborative and Environment California (formerly CALPIRG) to spearhead a citywide 
worker and consumer education and awareness campaign to ban products containing toluene, 
formaldehyde, and dibutyl phthalate from use in nail salons as well as for purchase from retail 
stores all over San Francisco. These chemicals are known collectively as the “Toxic Trio” and are 
carcinogenic, neurological, and developmental toxicants. The campaign will not only serve as 
a catalyst to compel the cosmetics industry to manufacture safer products but will also ensure 
the rights of workers to healthier workplace conditions. We hope other counties throughout 
California and in different states will adopt policies banning similar toxic chemicals.

We also look forward to the publication of the Department of Toxic Substances Control‘s 
green standards checklist for nail salons, the California Environmental Protection Agency Air 
Resources Board’s health risk assessment of emissions for nail salons, the Bureau of Barbering 
and Cosmetology’s fully translated rules and regulations booklet along with dubbed disinfection 
training videos, and California OSHA’s healthy nail salon guidebook, for which Caucus staff 
provided substantial support and technical assistance throughout 2009.

s  Workers, owners, scientists, researchers, and 
advocates (including the Caucus’s Tina Ling, 2nd from 
left) discuss issues in the nail salon industry and the 
chemicals used in formulating beauty products at a 
research convening in Oakland, April 2009. (Darren Yee)

We are still years away from protecting 
nail salon workers who are putting 
their health at risk to earn a living.

s

s  Caucus staff 
Lenh Tran (left) 
gives health and 
safety training 
in a nail salon.

s  Caucus organizer Lenh Tran (right) hosts 
a disinfection workshop by the Bureau of 
Barbering and Cosmetology at a community 
forum in Marin County, July 2009. (Darren Yee)
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[ 2009 ] Program Highlights National Security
and Civil Rights

he Asian Law Caucus is committed 
to U.S. national security policies 
that protect the civil rights of 
individuals and communities, 
including Asian and Pacific 
Islander American and immigrant 
communities in Northern California 
and the broader United States. We 
provide legal services to confront 
the day-to-day breaches of civil 
rights in concert with a broad range 
of strategies—including litigation, 
policy advocacy, and community 
organizing. In this way, we strive 
to impact the larger social and 
institutional dynamics that prevent 
the realization of equal rights.

t

Challenging Racial and Religious Profiling

Fighting for Rights at the Border

In March 2009, the Asian Law Caucus released a ground-breaking 
report on the problem of racial, religious, and national origin profiling at 
our nation’s borders. Through individual representation and community 
outreach, we documented the experiences of dozens of Americans who 
were profiled and subjected to intrusive questioning and searches on 
their way home from traveling overseas. This report, Returning Home: 
How U.S. Government Practices Undermine Civil Rights at Our Nation’s 
Border, was featured in the Washington Post and invoked during a Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearing in which Senator Russ Feingold pushed the 

Department of Homeland Security to investigate border profiling. After releasing Returning 
Home, the Caucus held a Congressional briefing in Washington, D.C. to inform policymakers 
on our recommendations for change. We also began a traveling series of Know Your Rights 
trainings in Muslim communities across the country.

Ending the Surveillance of Innocent Americans

In collaboration with the ACLU of Northern California and the Council on American Islamic 
Relations-California, the Caucus built a community education project around federal law 
enforcement surveillance. Through individual client stories, we learned about the increased 

s  Caucus attorney Veena Dubal speaks at a 
fundraiser in February 2009, “Belonging: Celebrating 
the Diversity of San Francisco’s South Asian, Arab, 
and Muslim Communities.” Sitting next to the 
Obama/Lincoln image in the backdrop is Caucus 
executive director Titi Liu. (Amal Mongia)



2
0

0
9

 A
n

n
u

al


 R
ep


o

rt
 1

3

presence of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in Muslim community organizations and 
mosques. In response, we expanded our Know Your Rights sessions throughout Northern 
California to include information on the rights of individuals in relationship to law enforcement. 
We trained hundreds of low income immigrants on what to do if approached by the FBI and 
prompted many to share their horrifying stories with the larger community to reveal the intense 
reality of this unbridled surveillance. Subsequently, the Caucus represented many of the 
individuals who were approached by the FBI and filed Freedom of Information Act requests to 
empower community members with the details the government was collecting about them. 

Civil Rights Outreach Project

The Caucus’s Civil Rights Outreach Project (CROP) brings together a coalition of minority 
bar associations, law firms, and law student groups to address the civil rights of underserved 
South Asian, Arab, and Muslim communities. Through CROP, the Caucus and our partners 
set up several new legal clinics throughout Northern California—including the underserved 
cities of Stockton and Lodi. Our clinics now serve immigrant men and women on a variety of 
legal issues and help convey important civil rights information. The clinics are also venues for 
mentoring law students of color who are interested in pursuing public interest careers.

We trained hundreds of low income immigrants 
on what to do if approached by the FBI and 
prompted many to share their horrifying 
stories with the larger community.

s

s  We conducted Know Your Rights 
trainings throughout 2009: (left) Caucus 
attorney Veena Dubal at a Santa Clara 
workshop and legal clinic for Bay Area 
Somalis; (above) flyer for a workshop 
at the Lodi Japanese Community Hall 
for the Muslim/Arab/South Asian 
community that is experiencing repeated 
FBI harassment. (Summer Hararah)
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Challenging the Criminalization of Immigrant Youth and 
Families

Restoring Due Process to Undocumented Youth

In July 2008, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom instituted a policy that mandated 
reporting of youth suspected of being undocumented to Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) at the point of arrest, before they receive due process. Thus far, the Mayor’s policy has 
resulted in reporting more than 160 youth to ICE prior to adjudication of the juvenile court 
case. In response, the Caucus partnered with over 35 organizations to reform this policy. In 
November 2009, we led an effort, supported by dozens of organizations and hundreds of 
community members, to pass a city ordinance that only allows reporting after a youth receives 
due process and is found to have committed a felony. The Board of Supervisors passed the 
new policy into law by a vote of 8 to 3, surviving a veto from the Mayor. 

Reforming Car Impoundment Policies

In October 2009, the Caucus collaborated with dozens of community organizations to 
successfully advocate for the adoption of a new vehicle impoundment policy by the San Francisco 
Police Department. The reform significantly reduces unnecessary car impoundments for 

[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Juvenile Justice and
			   Education Project

he Juvenile Justice and Education Project addresses the specific needs of 
limited English-speaking parents who have youth in the juvenile system. 
The project seeks to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline by providing 
direct legal services, community education, and policy advocacy. Since its 
launch in 2003, we have worked closely with youth and immigrant rights 
advocates from diverse communities to advance the rights of immigrant 
youth and to combat bias-related harassment in schools.

t

The Juvenile Justice 
and Education Project 
seeks to disrupt the 
school-to-prison 
pipeline.

s

s  Angela Chan, Caucus attorney, testifies in 
support of due process for immigrant youth.
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residents who are unable to obtain valid California driver’s licenses because of their immigration 
status. The new policy replaces the overly aggressive 30-day mandatory impoundment that 
had a devastating impact on working class families who are dependent on their cars to get to 
work and unable to afford the hefty fees. 

Redressing Racial Profiling and Police Misconduct

Following the tragic murder of a 15-year-old Mongolian teenager in 2007, the Alameda 
Police Department targeted Oakland’s Southeast Asian community, particularly the Iu Mien 
community, in its investigation—breaking down doors, pointing guns at youth and their family 
members, and detaining over half a dozen young people. Two Mien youth, who were later 
released due to lack of evidence, were falsely prosecuted, with their names published by 
several newspapers in connection to the murder. The Caucus represented the youth and 
their families in filing administrative complaints against the Alameda Police Department. After 
several years of negotiations, the parties reached a satisfactory settlement, and the youth, 
many of whom are now in college, were able to gain closure.

Educational Equity: Addressing Bias-related Harassment and 
Violence in Public Schools

Demanding Safer Schools

In collaboration with the ACLU of Northern California and Covington & Burling LLP, the 
Caucus addressed harassment and violence at Burney High School in Shasta County. We 
represented two Japanese American youth who experienced repeated race-based harassment 
and threats from staff and other students. After months of negotiations, our advocacy 
successfully brought about the school district’s adoption of a new anti-bullying policy. 

Expanding Know Your Rights Trainings

First introduced in San Francisco, the Caucus expanded the reach of our Know Your Rights 
trainings to the East Bay and the Peninsula with sessions on youth rights with the police, in 
the juvenile system, and school environments. In 2009, we trained hundreds of youth, parents, 
and community members throughout the Bay Area in middle schools, high schools, parenting 
groups, and after school programs.

We led an 
effort to pass 
a city ordinance 
that only allows 
reporting after 
a youth receives 
due process and 
is found to 
have committed 
a felony.

s



A
s

ia
n

 L
a

w
 C

a
u

c
u

s
 1

6

[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Fred T. Korematsu
Institute for Civil Rights and Education

n April 2009, the Asian Law Caucus launched 
the Fred T. Korematsu Institute for Civil Rights 
and Education. The Institute advances the 
cause of pan-ethnic civil rights and human 
rights, in a post-9/11 context, through alliances 
and programs that focus on education, activism, 
and leadership. For more information, visit 
www.korematsuinstitute.org.

i
s  Fred Korematsu with the 
Medal of Freedom. (Shirley Nakao, 
courtesy of Korematsu Institute)

Education

Fred Korematsu Day and Curriculum The Institute is garnering community support to pass 
a landmark bill marking Fred Korematsu Day in the state of California. If successful, the first 
Fred Korematsu Day would be celebrated on January 30, 2011 to commemorate Korematsu’s 
birthday. The Institute plans to organize multiple events that weekend, and will roll out curriculum 
to teach students about Fred Korematsu, Japanese American internment, and current civil 
rights issues related to national security policies. On May 20, 2010, the Assembly Floor passed 
the bill with a 69-0 vote. The Senate hearing will take place in the summer of 2010.

Museum Exhibits We are researching and preparing materials to include Fred Korematsu’s 
story, along with the story of other internment resisters, in the museum collections of the 
Japanese American Museum of San Jose as well as in other collections across the country. 

 
Events

We sponsor a range of lectures, film screenings, museum exhibits, and cultural events to 
educate a broad audience about Fred Korematsu’s legacy, Japanese American internment, and 
current pan-ethnic civil rights issues.

 
Multimedia

Web Site Our online site is being transformed into a resource center for information on Fred 
Korematsu’s case, racial equality, civil rights, and human rights. It will host multimedia content, 
including videos, educational materials, and advocate messaging toolkits. The site will thus 
serve as an important link among diverse ethnic communities.

Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: the Fred Korematsu Story The Institute is now the sponsor 
of the Oscar-shortlisted documentary film Of Civil Wrongs and Rights, directed by Eric Fournier. 
In 2001, the film made its national broadcast premiere on PBS. We will organize screenings and 
work toward scheduling more broadcasts or Web streams tied to the film’s 10-year anniversary. 
Over the course of the next year, we will research archival materials (e.g., newspaper clippings, 
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etc.) and footage (i.e., extended interviews) that will be useful for our Web site and educational 
programs. We will also seek out archival footage from the community, digitizing such footage 
for the public to view on our web site’s video channel.

Original Documentary Productions We worked closely with the Caucus to produce the 
documentary film This is Our Country, about civil liberties infringements under current national 
security policies. The film premiered at the Caucus’s annual dinner on April 9, 2010, before an 
audience of more than 700 people.

 
Human Rights Frameworks

The Korematsu Institute seeks to understand how human rights tools can be effective 
resources for emerging leaders in the United States, especially in immigrant communities. 
The Institute has convened panels focused on human rights organizing strategies in Asian 
American advocacy groups at the Advancing Justice conferences in 2009 and 2010. In June 
2010, the Institute published Domestic Dignity, a report that explores the key challenges and 
opportunities for Asian American advocates to deploy a human rights framework in their fight 
for social justice.

 
Activist of the Year

The Korematsu Activist of the Year award honors an emerging leader with a deep 
commitment to racial equality and a track record of transforming this commitment to effective 
action. The award carries a cash prize of $2,000 and an opportunity to be a resident (with a 
living stipend) at the Korematsu Institute for up to a year.

s  Coram Nobis legal team at the Caucus’s 37th Anniversary Dinner and launch of the Korematsu 
Institute, April 2009 (l-r): Marjie Barrows, Hon. Ed Chen, Lorraine Bannai, Robert Rusky, Karen 
Kai, Donald Tamaki, Dale Minami, Peter Irons, and Leigh-Ann Miyasato. (Bob Hsiang) (Not pictured: 
Dennis Hayashi, Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga, Donna Komure, Russell Matsumoto, Akira Togasaki, Mike 
Wong, and Eric Yamamoto)

Our online site is being transformed 
into a resource center for information 
on Fred Korematsu’s case, racial equality, 
civil rights, and human rights.

s
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Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality

Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality (AACRE) is a unique partnership among 
the Asian Law Caucus, Chinese for Affirmative Action in San Francisco, and the Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center in Los Angeles. Together, we provide a strong voice advocating for 
justice in the California State Capitol. AACRE focuses on state legislative, administrative, and 
budget advocacy with a special focus on the concerns of Asians and Pacific Islanders. AACRE 
also empowers API communities to be active in advancing civil rights for all, especially through 
the annual API Policy Summit that regularly attracts more than 300 people to its annual spring 
convening in Sacramento. 

In 2009, AACRE sponsored three pieces of legislation that earned majority votes in 
both chambers of the Legislature, only to be vetoed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
AB 611 (Fong) required the state’s Office of Emergency Services to account for the needs 
of limited English-speaking Californians in emergency preparedness planning. AB 1510 (Eng) 
would have allowed parents to bring interpreters to school-related parent meetings, such as 
student disciplinary proceedings. Finally, SB 549 (Correa) authorized the Board of Barbering 
and Cosmetology to collect language and ethnicity data for nail technicians, a group that we 
know to be made up largely of women who are Vietnamese immigrants. 

 Given the crisis with the California budget, AACRE is revisiting our approach to our 
advocacy work in 2010 in order that our efforts may yield more fruitful results.

[ 2009 ] Program Highlights Civic Participation

hile progress has been made in recent decades, public policy and laws 
continue to overlook or ignore the needs of many Asian and Pacific 
Islander communities. In all our program areas, the Asian Law Caucus 
empowers community members to participate in the struggle to change 
unfair or inadequate government policies and laws. We believe that 
meaningful change can occur through full and active civic participation, 
including voting and direct advocacy.

w

The Asian American 
Bar Association and 
Filipino Bar Association 
of Northern California 
hosted a civil rights 
panel in June 2009 with 
panelists (l-r) Bill Lann 
Lee of Lewis Feinberg 
Lee Renaker & Jackson 
P.C.; Chris Ho, Legal Aid 
Society; Cecillia Wang, 
ACLU; and facilitator 
Chris Punongbayan, 
Asian Law Caucus. 
(George Kawamoto)

s  
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[ 2009 ] Partners

Community 
Organizations

ACLU of Northern 
California

ACLU Immigrants Rights 
Project

Afghan Advisory Board

Afghan American Bar 
Association

Afghan Cultural Center

Afghan Elderly Association 
of the Bay Area

Afghan Professional 
Network

African Advocacy Network 

African Immigrant & 
Refugee Resource Center

Alliance of South Asians 
Taking Action 

American Muslims for 
Palestine 

Arab American Anti-
Discrimination 
Committee

Arab American Chamber of 
Commerce

Arab American Cultural 
Center Silicon Valley 

Arab American Grocers 
Association

Arab Cultural & Community 
Center

Arab Film Festival

Arab Resource and 
Organizing Center

Asian American Institute of 
Chicago

Asian American Justice 
Center

Asian American Legal 
Defense and Education 
Fund

Asian Americans for Civil 
Rights and Equality

Asian Americans/Pacific 
Islanders in Philanthropy

Asian Communities for 
Reproductive Justice

Asian Community Mental 
Health Services

Asian Health Services

Asian Law Alliance

Asian Neighborhood 
Design

Asian Pacific American 
Legal Center

Asian Pacific Environmental 
Network

Asian Pacific Islander 
American Health Forum

Asian Pacific Islander 
Equality Northern 
California

Asian Pacific Islander Legal 
Outreach

Asian Pacific Islander Youth 
Promoting Advocacy & 
Leadership

Asian Women’s Shelter

Asian Youth Advocacy 
Network 

Association of Asian 
Pacific Community Health 
Organizations

AYADI

Bay Area Association of 
Muslim Lawyers

Bay Area Immigrant Rights 
Coalition

Bay Area Somali 
Community Group

Berkeley Copwatch

Bill of Rights Defense 
Committee

California Coalition for Civil 
Rights

California Healthy Nail 
Salon Collaborative

California Immigrant Policy 
Center

California Rural Legal 
Assistance

Cambodian Community 
Development, Inc.

Central American Resource 
Center

Center for Young Women’s 
Development

Centro Legal de la Raza

Chinatown Childhood 
Development Services

Chinatown Community 
Development Center 

Chinatown-North Beach 
Mental Health Services

Chinese for Affirmative 
Action 

Chinese Progressive 
Association

City College of San 
Francisco, Chinatown/
North Beach Campus

Clergy and Laity United for 
Economic Justice

Coalition for Civil Liberties

Community Youth Center

Council of American-
Islamic Relations, National

Council of American Islamic 
Relations, California

Culture & Conflict Forum

Defending Dissent 
Foundation

Dolores Street Community 
Services

Dominican University

East Bay Alliance for a 
Sustainable Economy

East Bay Asian Consortium

East Bay Asian Local 
Development Corporation

Education Not 
Incarceration, San 
Francisco Chapter

Ella Baker Center

Environment California

Filipino Bar Association of 
Northern California

Filipino Community Center

Filipino Advocates for 
Justice

Geriatric Services West, 
Family Services Agency 
of San Francisco

Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center

Instituto Familiar de la Raza

Iranian American Bar 
Association

Japanese Community 
Youth Council

KHMU National Federation 
(City of Richmond)

Korean Community Center 
of the East Bay

La Raza Centro Legal

Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights 

Legal Aid Society, 
Employment Law Center

Legal Assistance to the 
Elderly

Legal Services for Children

Manilatown Heritage 
Foundation

Mary Queen of Vietnam 
Church

Midnight Special

Mujeres Unidas y Activas 

Muslim Advocates

National Alliance of 
Vietnamese American 
Service Agencies

National Association of 
Yemeni Immigrants

National Coalition for 
Asian Pacific American 
Community Development

National Lawyers Guild

Office of Citizen 
Complaints

OMID Advocates for 
Human Rights

Pacific Asian American 
Women Bay Area 
Coalition

Richmond Area Multi-
Services, Inc. 

Rights Working Group

Samoan Community 
Development Center

San Francisco Community 
Land Trust

San Francisco Human 
Rights Commission

San Francisco Immigrant 
Legal Education Network

San Francisco Immigrant 
Rights Defense 
Committee

San Francisco Juvenile 
Detention Alternatives 
Initiative

San Francisco Peer Court

San Francisco Pride at 
Work

San Francisco Public 
Defender’s Office, 
Juvenile Division

San Francisco State 
University, Arab & Muslim 
Ethnicities and Diasporas 
Initiative (AMED)

San Francisco State 
University: Project 
Connect, Project 
Rebound, The Women’s 
Center
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Save the Thai Temple

Self-Help for the Elderly

Sikh American Legal 
Defense and Education 
Fund

Sikh Coalition

South of Market 
Community Action 
Network

South Asian Americans 
Leading Together

South Asian Bar 
Association

South Asian Bar 
Association of Northern 
California 

Southeast Asian 
Assistance Center

Southeast Asian 
Community Center

Southeast Asian Resource 
Action Center

Southwest Asian & North 
African Bay Area Queers

Stanford Law School 
Immigrant Rights Clinic

Stanford Youth & Education 
Law Project 

Sunset Mental Health 
Services

Sunset Youth Services

The California Dream 
Network

United States Palestinian 
Community Network 

United Taxi Workers

United We Dream

University of California, 
Berkeley, Asian Pacific 
American Student 
Development

University of California, 
Berkeley, Civil Rights 
Outreach Project

University of California, 
Berkeley, Islamophobia 
Research & 
Documentation Project

University of California, 
Berkeley, South Asian 
Law Student Association

University of California, 
Davis, Middle-Eastern & 
South Asian Law Student 
Association

University of California, 
San Francisco, School of 
Nursing

Vietnamese Community 
Center of San Francisco

Vietnamese Elderly Mutual 
Assistance Association of 
San Francisco

Vietnamese Youth 
Development Center

WorkSafe

Cooperating 
Attorneys/Co-
Counsel

ACLU of Northern 
California: Julia Mass, 
Greta Hansen, Jory 
Steele, Andre Segura

ACLU Immigrant’s Rights 
Project

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
& Feld LLP: Steve 
Schulman, Reg Steer, 
Andy Cho (formerly 
with Akin Gump, Sara 
Noel (formerly with Akin 
Gump)

American Immigration 
Lawyers Association: 
Rosy Cho, Jill Stanton

Amnesty International: 
Sarnata Reynolds

Asian American Bar 
Association of the Greater 
Bay Area

Asian American Justice 
Center

Asian Legal Services 
Outreach

Asian Pacific American 
Legal Center

Bernard Baltaxe

Beveridge & Diamond, 
P.C.: Ryan Tacorda

Bingham McCutchen LLP

California Coalition for Civil 
Rights

California Committee 
on Safety and Health 
(CalCOSH)

Casper, Meadows, 
Schwartz & Cook: 
Andrew Schwartz

Center for Gender & 
Refugee Studies, UC 
Hastings Law School: 
Kim Thuy Seelinger

Central Legal de la Raza: 
Cassandra Lopez

Dewey & LeBoeuf: Ben 
Heuer, Hillary Kang, Todd 
Padnos

Dhillon & Smith LLP: 
Harmeet Dhillon

Stacy Chiang

Equal Justice Society: 
Claudia Pena

Gen Fujioka

Goldfarb & Lipman: Karen 
Tiedemann

Goldstein, Demchak, 
Baller, Borgen & 
Dardarian

Jason Gordon

Heather Gould

Howrey LLP: Lisa Li

Human Rights First: Anwen 
Hughes

Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center

Keker & Van Nest LLP: 
Ajay Krishnan, Adam 
Lauridsen

Kirkland & Ellis LLP: 
Rosalind Yoo, Dan 
Komarek

Latham & Watkins LLP: 
Jason Lee, Gavin 
Masuda, Holly Tate, 
Christopher Watson

Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights of the San 
Francisco Bay Area

Legal Services for Children: 
Abigail Trillin, Andrea Del-
Pan, Shannon Wilber

Robert Lee

Legal Assistance for the 
Elderly

Law Offices of Douglas M. 
Lehrman: Naoki Sekiya

Littler Mendelson: Gilber 
Tsai

Jeffrey Lo

Luce, Forward, Hamilton 
& Scripps LLP: Allan E. 
Low, Kenneth Tze, Helen 
Wolff

Minami Tamaki LLP

Muslim Advocates: 
Farhana Khera, Shahid 
Buttar (now with Bill 
of Rights Defense 
Committee)

National Lawyers’ Guild

O’Melveny & Myers LLP: 
June Shih

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP: Tina 
Naicker, Sugithra 
Somasekar, Theresa 
Sutton

Political Asylum 
Immigration 
Representation (PAIR) 
Project of Boston: Andrea 
Saenz, Anita Sharma

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP: Alice 
Hayashi, Kevin Fong, 
James Young

Reed Smith LLP: Sherry 
Geyer, Theodore Ting

San Francisco Public 
Defender’s Office: 
Patricia Lee, Roger 
Chan, Jan Lecklikner, 
Rebecca Marcus, Steve 
Zollman, Greg Feldman, 
Ilona Solomon, Alfredo 
Bojorquez

Center for Gender and 
Refugee Studies, UC 
Hastings Law School: 
Kim Thuy Seelinger

Avantika Shastri

San Francisco Immigrant 
Legal and Education 
Network: Francisco 
Ugarte

South Asian Bar 
Association of the Bay 
Area

Squire Sanders: David 
Elkins, Heidi Larson, 
Thomas Kua (formerly 
Squire Sanders & 
Dempsey)

Stanford Law School 
Immigrant Rights Clinic

Tenderloin Housing Clinic

UC Davis School of Law 
Immigration Clinic

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati: Cindy Liou, 
Riya Kuo, Anne Wu, Lisa 
Nguyen, David Nefouse

Chun-Wei Wu

Malcolm Yeung

Immigration Clinic

Camiel Becker

Tammi Ho

Suhi Koizumi

Christina Lee

Jennifer Lee

Louise Lien

Jennifer Liu

Shawn Matloob

Jennifer Riddle

Frank Tse

Emily Wages



2
0

0
9

 A
n

n
u

al


 R
ep


o

rt
 2

1

[ 2009 ] Funders

GOVERNMENT

Human Services Agency, 
Department of Adult and 
Aging Services

JobsNOW

Mayor’s Office of Housing

San Francisco Rent Board

FOUNDATIONS AND 
AGENCIES

Asian Pacific American 
Legal Center (subcontract 
with the Office of Special 
Counsel, Department of 
Justice)

Asian American Justice 
Center

Asian Pacific Fund

Atlantic Philanthropies

California Bar Foundation

Dolores Street Community 
Services (subcontract 
with Mayor’s Office of 
Housing)

Equal Justice Works

Firedoll Foundation

Ford Foundation

Wallace Alexander 
Gerbode Foundation

James Irvine Foundation

Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services

Kazan, McClain, Abrams, 
Fernandez, Lyons, & 
Greenwood Foundation

Legal Services Trust Fund, 
State Bar of California, 
Equal Access Fund

Legal Services Trust Fund, 
State Bar of California, 
IOLTA Fund

Mertz Gilmore Foundation

Open Society Institute

Overbrook Foundation

Proteus Foundation

Public Allies

Public Interest Projects

San Francisco Foundation

The California Endowment

The California Wellness 
Foundation

University of California, 
San Francisco

van Loben Sels/
RembeRock Foundation

Wilson Sonsini Foundation

Zellerbach Family 
Foundation

LAW FIRMS, 
CORPORATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS

$10,000 and above

Minami Tamaki LLP

$2,500 TO $9,999

Anheuser-Busch Inc.

Arnold & Porter LLP

Bingham McCutchen LLP

Boxer & Gerson LLP 

Chevron

Cooley Godward Kronish 
LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Fenwick & West LLP

Folger Levin & Kahn LLP

Glaziers Union Local 718

Goldstein, Demchak, 
Baller, Borgen & 
Dardarian

Google, Inc

Hanson Bridgett LLP

Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, 
Canady, Falk & Rabkin

Keker & Van Nest LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Lewis, Feinberg, Lee, 
Renaker & Jackson P.C.

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & 
Scripps LLP

Morrison & Foerster LLP

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP

Prudential

Rosen, Bien & Galvan LLP

Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & 
Arnold LLP

Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP

Townsend and Townsend 
and Crew LLP

Union Bank of California

Wells Fargo Bank

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati Foundation

Winston & Strawn LLP

$500 TO $2,499 

ACLU of Northern 
California

Asian American Bar 
Association

Baker & McKenzie LLP

Carlson, Calladine & 
Peterson LLP

Carpenters Local 22

Chinese for Affirmative 
Action

Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & 
Bass LLP

Hastings College of Law

JACL - San Francisco 
Chapter

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

Littler Mendelson, PC

Lynch, Gilardi & Grummer 
PC

Mannion & Lowe

Morgan Lewis & Bockius 
LLP

Northern California 
Carpenters Regional 
Council

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Perkins Coie LLP

San Francisco Public 
Defenders Office

Santa Clara University 
School of Law

Schneider & Wallace

Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hamilton LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP

Stein & Lubin LLP 

University of San Francisco 
School of Law

s

We are deeply 
grateful to the law firm 
of Saveri & Saveri and 
Latham & Watkins for 
recommending a Cy Pres 
award to the Asian Law 
Caucus in 2009.
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[ 2009 ] Donors

CIRCLE OF 100 & 
MAJOR DONORS

$5,000 and above

Edwin Eng & Welmin 
Militante

Peggy Saika & Art Chen

$1,000 to $4,999

Cesar Alegria

Michael Isaku Begert & 
Annette Clear

S. Raj & Trina Chatterjee

Quinn Delaney & Wayne 
D. Jordan

Bill Ong Hing & Lenora 
Fung

Laura L. Ho & 
Christopher Herrera

Dora Hsu

Khurshid & Amy Khoja

Edwin M. Lee

Hsun Kao & Tenly Liu

Mina Titi Liu & Charles 
Eric Rosenblum

Melanie Lok

David M. Louie

Eva Lowe

Dale Minami & Ai Mori

Beatrice B. Nguyen

Martha Ninomiya & 
family

Christine Noma & 
Stephen Fong

Craney Ogata

Tamaki Ogata

Lisa Oyama & Gary J. 
Lee

Larry Quan & Linda Lee

Toni Rembe

Joseph Sacramento & 
Stella Mendieta

Linda Shih & Dan Clifford

Fred & Elisabeth Shima

Quyen Ta & Demian Pay

Tani Takagi & Toby 
D’Oench

Mitsue Takahashi

Donald Tamaki & 
Suzanne Ah-Tye

Philip Ting & Susan Sun

Frank M Tse & Stephanie 
Yee

Leon Y. Tuan

Manuel Tumaneng, Jr.

Rev. Lloyd & Marion 
Wake

Alba Witkin

Michael J. & Sue Wong

Craig S. Yamada & 
Monice J. Kwok

$500 to $999

Monty Agarwal & Fairuz 
Abdullah

Sarita Ahuja

Rebecka M. Biejo

Vivian Wei-Yen Chang

Jian Chen

Rev. Amelia Chua

Annie Y.S. Chuang

Established in 1993, the Circle of 100 is the Asian Law Caucus’s alumni 
and major donor campaign. By raising unrestricted funds from those who know 
us best—our alumni, comprised of over 800 former board members, law clerks, 
volunteers, staff and special friends—the Caucus is able to build a continuous 
source of unrestricted funding.

The goal of the Circle of 100 is simple. We are looking for 100 alumni and 
friends to serve as our advocates by making an annual commitment to raise or 
donate $1,000 or more.

The economic downturn and resulting changes in the funding environment 
have made it critical for the Caucus to be more independent from the uncertainties 
of shifting corporate and institutional funding priorities. Increased self-reliance 
will provide stronger assurance that the service and advocacy we provide to the 
community will not be interrupted or reduced in times of greatest need.

Each year Caucus alumni and friends have generously contributed and called 
upon their personal network to support the Circle of 100 Campaign. “Circle” 
events—such as the Caucus Classic and the Trivia Competition—are coordinated 
by Caucus alumni and operate on modest budgets as well as in-kind donations. 
These activities not only generate new funds but also broaden our outreach into 
different communities.

In 2009, we reached out to our alumni and friends to support our “Brick Fund” 
to complete construction of our Community Room and Korematsu Institute. Over 
100 alumni donated $500 or more to have their names inscribed on bricks to be 
displayed in our Reception area and Community Room.

Madeline Chun & John 
Farnkopf

Amy Chung

Kevin Fong & Rose Ting

Holly Fujie

Marjorie Fujiki & Akira 
Tana

Jane Gorai & Don Ng, M.D.

Jane E. Gunderson

Kyrstin K.O. Ha

Alice K.M. & Nathanael 
Hayashi

James C. Hormel

Dora Hsu

David Ishida

Julie Kodama

Karen Korematsu & 
Donald Haigh

Minette Kwok & Gerald 
Okimoto

Karen Kwong & Milton 
Lee

Chun Ming Lam

Bernie Fong Lee

Bill Lann Lee & Carolyn 
Yee

Garrick S. Lew

Wilfred Lim & Susan 
Sakuma

Eva C. Lowe

Earl Lui

Yek Ly

Zafar Malik

Michael L. Mau

Mike A. Ogoy

Aiko Pandorf & Scott B. 
Peterson

Martin Sabelli

Paul S. Shimotake

Hoyt Y. Sze & Rebecca 
Shea

Helen & Dennis Tang

Janet Toyooka Thibault

Giang Lam Tran

Bob & Yvonne H. Uyeki

Doron Weinberg

Michael J. & Sue Wong
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Jamili Yama

Dianne Yamashiro-Omi & 
Michael Omi

Huan Hong Yu

Jin Ye Yu

Jinrong Yuan

Christina Zhao

Cai Nong Zhen

Su Zhen Zhou

GENERAL 
DONATIONS

Up to $499

Richard P. Aguilar

Nuzhat Alavi

Manuela Albuquerque

Mary C. Alexander

Susan Almazol & Octave 
Baker

Manjeet & Gurcharanjeet 
Anand

Nayana Anne

Isami Arifuku

Ashgar V. Azim

Shaamini Babu

Clint Baines

Michael Baker

Gabriel Bassan

Robynn S. Battle

Yue Cong Benef

Rachel E. Brill

Jacqueline Wong Bronson

Arthur Brunwasser

Peter Bull

Tom Cadwallader

Nudi Cai

Bikkun Yu Chan

Sue Shu-Kwan Chan

William Chan

Phil Chang

Paul Chao

Peter Chao

Aamna Chaudhry

Debra P. Chaw

Anthony & Catherine Chen

Cai Yun Chen

Fei Fan Chen

Feng Yan Chen

Jeng Yan Chen

Jennifer Ruth Chen

Jin Zhi Chen

Joseph & Pearl B. Chen

Kwok Sun Chen

Rui Fang Chen

Stephen Chen

Yan Chang Chen

Zhen Ting Chen

Doris Cheng

Lawrence Cheng

Jonah C. Chew

Theodore S. Chihara

Bruce Chin

Eva K. & Kaan Y. Chin

Lin Audrey Chin

Olga E. Chin

Deborah Ching & Jack 
Lee

Craig & Noelle Chinn

Carolyn Choi

Rachana Choubey

Dr. Virstan Choy

Flora Y.F. Chu

Jeffrey Chu

Walter & Ivy Chu

Celia Chung

Alexander Clemens

Susan D. Commins

Stephanie A. Coram

Cam Hong Dang

Anne M. Deibert

Carrie Delboccio

Yan Zhu Deng

Edmund K. Diaz

Grant Din & Rosalyn 
Tonai

Michelle Domingo

Amy Eden

Anver Emon

Chiyoko Endo

Jerry & Dorothy 
Enomoto

Judy & Jay Espovich

Rhean S. Fajardo

John W. Fanning

Yin Chan Feng

Asano Fertig

Jack Fitch

Seth Flagsberg

Leslie Frates

Rose Fua

Carin Fujisaki

Thomas K. Fujisaka

Robert A. Fung

Louis Garcia

Emma Gee

Isaac L. George

James R. Gilfoil

Yuen & Sandra L. Gin

Tong L Ginn

Albert Gong

Arthur & Ann Gorai

Michael & Jennifer Green

David H. Grosof

Qiaozhen Guan

Amit & Ashish Hada

Eugene L. Hahm

Asa & Yuriko Hanamoto

Donald & Deborah 
Hayashi

Patricia Higa

George Hinoki

Henry & Lolan Ho-Wong

Nancy Hormachea

Ruoyan Hu

Yan Hu

Evelyn Hu-DeHart

Frank F. Huang

Qun Ru Huang

Sue Huang

Xunba Huang

Zhirong Huang

Grace Hum

Grace K. Igasaki

Ernest & Chizu Iiyama

Lisa C. Ikemoto

Louise K. Ing

Yupin Intarakamtornchai

Shahid Iqbal

Jerry & Natsuko Irei

Jennifer S. Irwin

Patricia M. Ito

Anna Itoi

Kiran C. Jain

Chris R. Jara

Lara Jayasanker

Aaron E. Jeung

Elaine Joe & Julian Low

Shilpa A. Joshi

Margaret Jung

JoAnne H. Kagiwada

Kimberly K. Kajihara

Keith Kamisugi

Michael D. Kamla

Elizabeth Y. Kao

Winfred Kao

Hiroshi Kashiwagi

Stephen G. Kasierski

Sally Kaufmann, M.D.

David & Valerie Kaye

Koko Khaing

Abdulkader Khatri

Shu Khin

Heng-Pin Kiang

Elaine Kihara

Brian Kim

Jane J. Kim

Christopher C. King

Nicolas M. King

Kim & Shirley Kinoshita

Diane S. Kishimoto

Kenneth H. Ko

Suhi Koizumi

Joshua Koltun

Hiroko Kowta

Susan T. Kumagai

Ford Kuramoto, D.S.W.

June J. Kushino

Nina P. Kwan

Michael S. Kwun

Chi-Sun & Amy Lai

Sang Lao

Joan Laqui

Alexander C. Lau

Michele K. Lau

Bill Lann Lee

Lillian Lee

Mei Fong Lee

Peggy P. Lee

Philip Lee

Theresa M. Lee

Tze Ming Lee

Lie Fang Lei

Michelle Lindsay Leung

Huan Qing Li

Jian Yan Li

Shumo Li

Tao Zhu Li

Zhe Jiao Li

Robert & Alice Liang

Ying Ke Liang

Yun Liang

Hai Yun Liao

Alfredo Lim

Raymond Lin

Yong Hui Lin

David Lindeman

Michele Linn

Arthur W. Liou

Mao Chi S. Liu

Yong Hui Liu

Michael J. Lok

H. & M. Louie

Randall Lowe

Kathy Lu

Muoi Nhi Luu

Loretta M. Lynch

Kenji & Sara Machida

Saligo Manuslita

Susan Marting

John A Mathews

Gaurav Mathur

Council Member Anna 
L. May

Rory M. McInerney

Daniel F. Melia

Dr. Roland & June 
Minami

Wayne Akira Miyamoto

David C. Moon

Elizabeth C. Morris

Josh Mukhopadnyay

Donald & Lillian 
Munakata

Jeffrey Murakami

Tahir J. Naim

Roy & Judy 
Nakadegawa

Lillian K. Nakagawa

David R. Nakashima & 
Debbie Fong

Judy K. Nakaso

Penny Nakatsu

Kazim H. Narsinh

Kwok Ho Ng

Thai-An Ngo

Truc T. Nguyen

Jeb Oblak

Jonathan G. Ochoco

David Ogami

Angela E. Oh

J. June Ohara

Heyng Ok

Renee Okamura

Donald & Ruby Okazaki

Andrew Y. Otsuka

Teresa Ow-Wing

Rachana M. Palnitkar

Qui Rong Peng

Susan Philip

Mary Pittman

Brian A. Powers

John Prokop

Rong Qien

Rebecca N. Rabkin

Laura A. Randazzo

Andrew R. Russo

John Russo

James W. Ryder

Evelyn & Peter Sayers
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Fred T. Korematsu Institute
for Civil Rights and Education

Jason Lee & Grace Hum

Barbara Lubinski

S. John Ota

Hina B. Shah & Paul J. 
Phojanakong

Adrienne Pon 

Shirin A. Sinnar & Imran 
Arif Maskatia

Diane Yen-Mei Wong & 
Nelson G. Dong

Non-Alumni (up 
to $500)

Nahid Aliniazee

Katherine Asada

Lorraine K. Bannai & 
Norman James Mar

Cheri Bryant

Jack Fitch

John Harrigan & 
Stephanie Jacob

Aaref A. & Fariha Hilaly

Yo Hironaka

Elizabeth Hsieh

Neville L. Johnson 

M. & N. Ali Khan

Sarah Kureshi

Prem & Deepka Lalwani

Al-Husein N. Madhany

Eric Mar

Jishnu Menon & 
Purnima Gaddam

Brenna E. Moorhead 

Judy Niizawa

Shilen M. Patel

Rajesh Relan

Masumi Osaki Reynders

Nancy E. Sato

Nancy Satoda

Farah Y. Shaikh

Samantha Shiraishi

Omar M. & Zeenat H. 
Siddiqui

Jayashri Srikantiah & 
Robert James Weiner

Cameron K. Tana

Evan Tana

Abiel Wong

Diane Annette Wong

Christine D. Wong 
Mineta

Syeda R. Yunus

Aisha P. Zakariya

Foundations, 
Corporations and 
Law Firms

Wallace Alexander 
Gerbode Foundation, 
$25,000

Minami Tamaki LLP, 
$5,000

Overbrook Foundation, 
$15,000

Sun Microsystems 
Matching Gift Program, 
$2,000

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati Foundation, 
$10,000

Founding Circle 
($5,000 and above)

Marjie D. Barrows

Mr. Bharat & Dr. Saroj 
Dubal 

Joan Haratani

Bill & May Hirose

Rew Ikazaki

Dale Minami & Ai Mori

Christine Noma & 
Stephen Fong

Toni Rembe & Arthur 
Rock

Peggy Saika & Dr. Art 
Chen

Yokum & Wakako Taku

Shannon Wu & Joseph 
Kahn

Individual Donors 
($1,000-$2,500)

Madeline Chun

Tom Jr. & Gaylene 
Hoshiyama

Lynda Won-Chung

Alumni (up to $500)

Monty Agarwal & Fairuz 
Abdullah	

Angelo Ancheta

Marjorie Fujiki & Akira 
Tana

Donn Ginoza

Don Hesse & Aiyana 
Bradshaw

Loretta Huahn

Keith Kamisugi

Karen Korematsu & 
Donald Haigh

Khurshid & Amy Khoja

Martha E. Schaffer

Sarju Jayendra Shah

Kashya K. Shei

Monali S. Sheth

Fumio Shibata

Takeo & Maye 
Shirasawa

David L. R. Shiver

Serena L. Siefer

Jaideep Singh

Richard Siu

Theodore Slocum

Stacey M. Sklar

Debbie Smith

Moo T. Soo Hoo

Susan Sun

Sue Hee Sung

Roberta L. Steele

Gregory J. Sterling

Pablo Stewart

Mitsuo & Amy Sumida

Hashim Syed

Hon. Jacqueline Taber

Alejandro Tagle

Jere H. Takahashi & 
Terri Kim

George & Joanne 
Takata, Jr.

Yokum Taku

Bill Tamayo & Debbie 
Lee

Diane M.L. Tan

Shiro & Fumiko Tanaka

Kam Sun Tang

Barbara Taniguchi

Shahnaz Chinoy Taplin

Rosita C.S. Ting

Patricia E. Toney

Michelle Tong-Choyce 
& Dionne Choyce

Giang L. Tran

Hung Le Tran

Tony T. Tran

Michael Traynor

Chantha Trinh

John Trinidad

John M. True, III

Alex Tse

Jeffrey C. Tsu

Dr. Himeo Tsumori

Heather Uoo

Ernest T. Urata

Xuan Vo

Kenneth J. Walenga

Cecillia Wang

Jin Yu Wang

Steven H. Watanabe

Brigitte Y. Watkins

Ronald & Shirley Watt

Samuel Weaver

Bruce F. Wong

Darcey L. Wong

Diane W. Wong

Gene Wong

John K. Wong

Kenneth Wong

Lai Yung Wong

Larry Wong

Nancy Wong

Susan Y. Wong

Terrence F. Wong

Gene S. Woo

Ming Ming Wu

Yan Ling Xiao Lu

Biti Xiong

Aiko Yamamoto

Kiyo Kay Yamamoto

Miyeko Yamamoto

Rugui Yan

Yeng Yang

Zhi Ming Yang

Edmond Yee

Eleanor Yee

Helen W. Yee

Stephen D. Yee

Kiyomi & Greg Yim

Shu Wang Ying

Rebecca S Feng-Yi 
Young

Bao Lan Yu

Hong-Sze Yu & Doris 
Ng

Hui Fang Yu

Dick Yue

Song Yue

Xia Ling Zhang

Mei Ru Zhao

Zhong Liang Zhen

Zhong Qiang Zhen

Suzhen Zhou

Yong Jue Zhu

Ronald Takaki 
Scholar-
Activist 
Fellowship

Up to $500

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anuradha G. Advani

Joy Asamen

Jay & Judy Espovich 

Nina Gagnon Fendel

Hachette Book Group

Donald Hesse & 
Aiyana Bradshaw

April Ninomiya 
Hopkins

Daniel Hutchinson

Ernest & Chizu Iiyama 

Lana Jang

Carlos Laracea

Eleanor Len

Emily Leung & Ricky 
Ho

Crystal M. Lisbon

Christie Ly

The David McClain & 
Merilyn Wong Fund 

(Kazan, McClain, 
Abrams, Fernandez, 
Lyons, Greenwood, 
Harley & Oberman 
Foundation)

Mary Ann McGann

Dale Minami & Ai 
Mori

Edith Muroga Morrow

Brian Murphy

John Ryu Nagai

Barbara A. Nishi

Jacqueline Pon

Art Ramirez & Janice 
Otani

Molly Reiss

Andrew Shih

Doliene L. Slater

Karen Swing & Craig 
Bromley

Jere Takahashi and 
Terri Kim

Alex Tarasoff

Junko Iwao Toll

Minoru & Althea 
Tomijima

Martina Tran

John Watanabe

Kiyomi & Greg Yim

Judy Yung
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$100,000 and 
above

Lawrence Choy Lowe 
Memorial Fund

$25,000 to $99,999

Edwin Eng & Welmin 
Militante

Goldstein, Demchak, 
Baller, Borgen & 
Dardarian

Larry & Jeanne Lowe

Minami Tamaki LLP

Peggy Saika & Art Chen, 
M.D.

$10,000 to $24,999

Monty Agarwal & Fairuz 
Abdullah

Jack & Kiyo Fujiki 
Memorial Fund

Gen Fujioka

$2,500 to $9,999

Debbie Ching & Jack 
W. Lee

Kevin M. Fong & Rose 
Ting

Google Matching Gifts 
Program (for Eric 
Rosenblum)

Laurie Hane

Bill Ong Hing & Lenora 
Fung

Laura L. Ho & 
Christopher Herrera

Karen Korematsu & 
Donald Haigh

William C. Kwong & 
Katherine Julian

Mina Titi Liu & Charles 
Eric Rosenblum

San Francisco Hilton 
Hotel, Financial District

$1,000 to $2,499

Michael Isaku Begert & 
Annette Marie Clear

Hon. Willie L. Brown, Jr.

CM Construction

Chevron Humankind 
Matching Gifts (for 
Demian Pay)

Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce

Chinese Community 
Health Plan

Chinese Hospital

Edward A. Chow, M.D. 
& Loretta Chow

Gustin Ho, M.D.

James Ho

Leo Lam & Cecilia De 
Leon 

Eumi Lee

L. Eric Leung, M.D.

Raymond K.Y. Li

Michael C. & Catherine 
H. Liu

Lawrence Lui

Christine Noma & 
Stephen Fong

Aiko Pandorf & Scott 
Peterson

Adrienne Pon

R&G Executive Lounge

Quyen Ta & Demian Pay

Lynda Won-Chung

$500 to $999

ALC Board of Directors 
(in honor of Gen Fujioka 
& Malcolm Yeung)

Adler & Colvin

Cesar & Ana Alegria 

Angelo Ancheta

Asian American Bar 
Association of the 
Greater Bay Area

Asian Pacific Bar 
Association of Silicon 
Valley

Marjie P. Barrows 

Asim Bhansali 

Rebecka Biejo 

Robert K. Brara

Bruce Chan & Hannah 
Leung 

Henry H. Chan & Nancy 
Yum

Alec Y. Chang 

Ko-Fang Chang & Terri 
Chen 

Vivian Chang

Raj & Trina Chatterjee 

Terisa E. Chaw 

Reuben H. Chen

Darryl Chiang

Vanessa Chien & 
Rebecca Chien 

Stephen Chien 

Lin Chin 

Victoria Chin 

Alexis Chiu

Annie Chuang

Fe Delos Santos 

Grant Din & Rosalyn Tonai 

Drinker Biddle & Reath 
LLP 

Filipino Bar Association 
of Northern California

Charlotte Fishman & 
Alan Sparer 

Bruce Fong & Virginia Lim 

Lora Jo Foo 

Holly Fujie

Marjorie Fujiki & Akira 
Tana 

Dolly M. Gee 

Millie Gee-Poon (from 
Katherine Hsiao)

Kelvin C. Gong 

Jane Gorai & Don Ng

Anna Han 

Rita Hao 

Joan Haratani

Alice & Joe Hayashi 

Dennis & Mary Hayashi 

Don Hesse

Joyce Ong Hing 

Rina Hirai 

Joni Hiramoto 

Katharine Hsiao & 
Augustine Bao

Loretta Huahn 

Helen Hui 

Ben Hur 

Anna Itoi 

Paul & Louann Igasaki 

Kiran Jain & Shilen Patel

Kiya Kato

George & Tae Kawamoto

Khurshid & Amy Khoja

Lisa Kobialka & Paul Andre

Audee Kochiyama-
Holman 

Clement J. Kong

Gail Kong 

Alyssa Koo 

Karen Kwong 

Edwin M. Lee

Jason E. Lee & Grace Hum

Jiyun Cameron Lee 

Tienne Lee & Steve 
Nierlich

Garrick S. Lew 

Levi Strauss Foundation 
Matching Gifts (for 
Jeannie L. Young)

Derrick W. Li 

Amancio “Jojo” Liangco, Jr.

Deborah Lim & Michael 
Woo 

Wilfred Lim & Susan 
Sakuma

Kit Choy Loke

David M. Louie 

Wesley Lowe 

Frank Mah & Jeannie L. 
Young 

Latika Malkani & Ray 
Cardozo

Ruth McGrath

Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation (for Raj 
Chatterjee)

Elizabeth Nakahara

Mabel Ng 

Thanh Ngo & Andrew Vu

Victoria W. Ni & David 
K. Shim

Thuy Thi Nguyen

Ed Oshika 

Steve Owyang & Onilda 
Cheung

Lisa Oyama & Gary Lee 

Aiko Pandorf & Scott B. 
Peterson

Edwin Prather 

Perfecto & Erlinda 
Punongbayan

Ashok Ramani 

Archana Saghal 

Joanne Sakai & Dallas 
Foster 

Sujal Shah

Audrey Shoji

Sandeep Solanki 

Mona Soo Hoo & Sonia 
Soo Hoo

Moo T. Soo Hoo

South Asian Bar 
Association of Northern 
California (SABA) 

Misasha Suzuki 

Yokum Taku 

Donald Tamaki & 
Suzanne Ah-Tye 

Columbus Avenue Building Fund, Donations and Pledges 
[ 2007 to 2010 ]

Bill Tamayo & Debbie Lee 

Theresa Tan

John C. Tang 

Darren Teshima 

Phil Ting & Susan Sun 

David Tsai

Michelle Tong Choyce & 
Dionne Choyce 

Manuel & Anna 
Tumaneng, Jr.

Bijal Vakil

Philip Van 

Vietnamese American 
Bar Association of 
Northern California 
(VABANC)

Lloyd & Marion Wake 

Karin Wang 

George W. Wolff

Darryl Woo 

Brian Morris Wong & 
Scott Hofmeister 

David Wong 

Jon Wu 

Dianne Yamashiro-Omi & 
Michael Omi 

Sam Yee & Camille 
Chun-Hoon 

Malcolm Yeung & 
Suosdey Penn

Douglas R. Young

Stanley Young

Hong-Sze Yu & Doris 
Y. Ng 

Amy & Oai Yun

$100 to $499

Rita Hao

Karen Kai & Bob Rusky

Sanny Lau

Bill Lann Lee

Barbara Lubinski

Peggy Nagae 

Hina Shah & Paul 
Phojanakong

Chinin Tana

Note: In Fall 2010, our Building 
Campaign donors will be acknowledged 
at a Reception upon completion of 
construction on the Community Room 
and Korematsu Institute. Donors at 
$1,000 or more will be listed on a Major 
Donor wall; and donors at $500 to $999 
will have bricks with inscription plates.
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[ 2009-10 ] Board of Directors and Staff

Larry Lowe (Chair), Senior 
Counsel, Apple Inc.

Marjorie Fujiki (Vice Chair), 
Community Investment Officer, 
Sobrato Family Foundation

Edwin Eng (Treasurer), Senior 
Vice President, Cain Brothers

Karen Korematsu* (Secretary),
Fred T. Korematsu Institute for 
Civil Rights and Education

S. Raj Chatterjee,* Partner, 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Laura L. Ho, Partner, Goldstein, 
Demchak, Baller, Borgen & 
Dardarian

Kiran Jain, Deputy City Attorney, 
Oakland

Keith Kamisugi, Director of 
Communications, Equal Justice 
Society

Khurshid Khoja, Associate, 
Reed Smith LLP

William Kwong, Deputy 
Attorney General, California 
Attorney General’s Office

Eumi Lee, Associate Clinical 
Professor of Law, Hastings 
College of the Law, Civil Justice 
Clinic

Aiko Pandorf,* Executive 
Director, Asian Women’s Shelter

Hina Shah, Associate Professor 
of Law and Clinical Staff 
Attorney, Women’s Employment 
Rights Clinic, Golden Gate 
University School of Law

Mina Titi Liu, Executive 
Director

Irma Aronce, Administrative 
Assistant*

Omar Calimbas, Staff 
Attorney*

Charlene Cervantes, 
Development Associate

Angela Chan, Staff Attorney

Lisa Chen, Community 
Advocate

Carlo De La Cruz, Special 
Projects Coordinator

Veena Dubal, Staff Attorney

Summer Hararah, Program 
Coordinator

Dionne Jirachaikitti, 
Community Advocate

Audee Kochiyama-Holman, 
Director of Alumni Relations

Fay Li, Bookkeeper and Office 
Manager

Quyen Ta, Associate, Keker & 
Van Nest LLP

Cecillia D. Wang, Managing 
Attorney, California Office,ACLU 
Immigrants’ Rights Project

* not pictured

We acknowledge the important 
contributions of 2009 board 
members who are no longer with us: 
Monty Agarwal and Bill Ong Hing.

Sin Yen Ling, Senior Staff 
Attorney

Ling Woo Liu, Director of Fred 
T. Korematsu Institute for Civil 
Rights and Education 

Joren Lyons, Senior Staff 
Attorney

Chris Punongbayan, Deputy 
Director

Ted Roethke, Equal Justice 
Works Fellow*

Lenh Tsan, Project Manager

Philip Van, Receptionist

Alvina Wong, Winston & 
Strawn Public Interest Fellow 

Dennis Wu, Community 
Advocate

* not pictured

We acknowledge the important 
contributions of 2009 staff who are 
no longer with us: Kwanyee Eva 
Auyeung, Victor Wai Ho Lim, Tina 
Ling, Kristina Peralta, Debbie Sheen, 
and Peter Swing.
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Financial Summary
[ As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 2009 ]

Statement of Financial Position

Assets

Current Assets	 $       390,008 

Long Term Assets	          1,756,352

	 Total Assets	       2,146,360 

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities	 1,403,495 

Unrestricted Assets	 437,114 

Temporarily Restricted Assets	          305,751 

	 Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $    2,146,360 

Statement of Activities

Revenues and Support

Public Support	 $    1,330,025 

Program Income and Other Revenue	 94,433 

In-kind Contributions	 23,261 

Investment Income	            -15,804 

	 Total Revenues and Support	 1,431,915 

Expenses 

Program Services	 1,370,199 

Management and General	 277,766 

Fundraising	          37,474 

	 Total Expenses	 1,685,439

	                       

  Change in Net Assets	 $       (253,524)

Note: The selected financial data were derived from the Asian Law 
Caucus’s financial records. The Caucus’s financial statements are 
audited annually and are available upon request.



55 Columbus Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94111

tel 415 896-1701

fax 415 896-1702

web site www.asianlawcaucus.org

blog www.arcof72.com
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