SUPPLEMENT TO FAQS
ELIGIBILITY/RESTRICTIONS
Question:  If an immediate family member and I jointly own property through an LLC (corporation), do I have a bona fide relationship with my family member?

Answer:  According to the Auditor, you have a bona fide relationship with your family member if the property jointly owned is worth $1,000 or more.  Even though the property is held by an LLC and not as individuals, the Auditor believes the joint holding qualifies under the third part of the bona fide relationship test. 

Question:  My family and I have contributed more than $2,000 to public officials in the past 10 years, am I disqualified?

Answer:  That depends.  You are disqualified if you (not aggregated with other family members’ contributions) contribute $2,000 or more to any one candidate, in one given calendar year (January through December).  If you gave $2,000 spread across two or more candidates, then you would not be conflicted out.  You will not be disqualified if the candidate is for the presidency, a candidate running for a seat outside of California, or for your own candidacy.  Even if you did not contribute $2,000 or more to one California candidate, you could be disqualified if a bona fide family member contributed $2,000 or more to any one candidate, in one given calendar year.
Question:  If I served as a delegate to a political party convention within the past ten years, am I disqualified from serving on the commission?  

Answer:  No, serving as a delegate, in and of itself, will not disqualify you.  However, if you served as a delegate because you were an officer of a political party or a member of a political party central committee, you are disqualified for those reasons.

Question:  If I am an accountant for a state legislator, am I disqualified from serving on the commission?

Answer:  That depends.  You are disqualified if you have a current contract with the state legislator.  If you do not have a current contract, you are not disqualified.
Question:  I’m interested in being on the JNE (Judicial Nominees Evaluation)

Commission.  If I am on the redistricting commission, will I be prohibited from serving on the JNE Commission?
Answer:  We do not know.  The State Auditor has taken the position that it is up to the redistricting commission to determine the scope of Prop. 11’s prohibitions on what commissioners can do.  The Board of Governors of the State Bar appoints the JNE Commissioners.  The redistricting commission may determine that it is an appointive state public office, and therefore, a redistricting commissioner may not serve on the JNE Commission for five years (so until until the end of 2015).  However, it is conceivable that the redistricting commission may determine redistricting commissioners are not prohibited from serving on commissions where the appointment is not made by the Governor, a member of the State Legislature, or a member of the State Board of Equalization.  In other words, the redistricting commission may adopt a restriction parallel to the conflicts provision.    
Question:  I am currently a school board member.  Am I eligible to be on the redistricting commission?  Also, if I’m eligible for the redistricting commission and actually get on the redistricting commission, am I prohibited from continuing to hold my school board seat?
Answer:  School board members and other local officials are eligible to be on the commission (as long as they pass the other conflicts provisions).  However, it’s unclear whether school board members who actually get appointed to the redistricting commission will continue to be able to hold their school board seat.  For ten years (so until the end of 2020), Prop. 11 prohibits the redistricting commissioners from holding elective public office at the federal, state, county and city levels – arguably this does not prohibit a redistricting commissioner holding a school board seat.  The Auditor believes that it’s up to the redistricting commission to decide this question.
Question:  I want to be on the redistricting commission, and I am also thinking about becoming a judge.  If I am appointed to the commission, will I be able to be appointed to a judgeship?
Answer:  Under Prop. 11, if you are appointed to the redistricting commission, you would probably be prohibited from being appointed to a state judgeship in California for five years (so until the end of 2015).  It’s uncertain whether Prop. 11’s prohibition on being appointed to office for five years would prohibit you from being appointed to a federal judgeship; if the commission decides to use the definition of federal office that the Auditor is using, then you wouldn’t be prohibited from being appointed to a federal judgeship.  In both cases, the Auditor believes that it’s ultimately up to the commission to decide.
APPLICATION PROCESS

Question:  When will applicant names and the redacted initial applications be posted?  

Answer:  According to the State Auditor, the names and redacted initial applications will be posted within days after the February 12, 2010 deadline.

Question:  When will the redacted supplemental applications be posted?  

Answer:  According to the State Auditor, the supplemental application will be posted on a rolling basis, as the applications are completed.  However, only after the Auditor receives the supplemental application and the three letters of recommendation will the Auditor consider the supplemental application complete.

Question:  Who are the four state legislative leaders who each have the authority to strike up to 6 finalists?

Answer:  

· Speaker of Assembly (John Perez-D as of March 1)

· Minority Assembly Leader (currently Sam Blakeslee-R)

· President Pro Tem of Senate (currently Darrell Steinberg-D)

· Minority Senate Leader (currently Dennis Hollingsworth-R)

MISCELLANEOUS
Question:  What maps will the Commission draw?

Answer:  The commission will draw the maps for the 80 Assembly districts, 40 Senate districts, and 4 State Board of Equalization districts.
Question:  The Supplemental Application requires me to initial that I understand that the duties of the commission should be first and foremost.  Does this mean commission business must take precedence over everything else in my life?

Answer:  Proposition 11 states that 9 members constitute a quorum.  Therefore, one could say that Proposition 11 takes into account the reality that not all the commissioners will be able to attend every meeting.  However, Proposition 11 sets out a removal process in the event of substantial neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or inability to discharge the duties of office.  The process allows the Governor to remove a redistricting commissioner only with the approval of 2/3s of the state senate.  Given the difficulty in getting a 2/3s vote, it seems unlikely that anyone will be removed from the commission unless something extraordinary happens.
Question:  Since the commission is to reflect California’s diversity, how many Asian American or Pacific Islander (AAPI) commissioners should there be?

Answer:  Proposition 11 does not set out any quotas.  However, since AAPIs make up approximately 15% of the general population, a commission that reasonably reflects California’s diversity would have two AAPI individuals.
