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What We Do:


MOBILIZE! ASPIRE holds regular meetings that provide a safe space for undocumented Asian and Pacific Islander (API) students to dialogue about their issues and develop skills to become organizers for immigrant rights. 


EDUCATE! ASPIRE provides numerous presentations to high schools, colleges, and community organizations on AB 540, the Federal DREAM Act and how the API community is affected by immigration. 


ADVOCATE! ASPIRE students actively engage in lobby visits, community townhalls, and rallies that aim to expand the rights of undocumented youth everywhere. 








Resources





Asian Law Caucus


55 Columbus Ave


San Francisco, CA 94111


(415)896-1701


www.asianlawcaucus.org





Legal Services for Children


1254 Market St.


3rd Fl


San Francisco, CA 84102


(415)863-3762


�HYPERLINK "http://www.lsc-sf.org"�www.lsc-sf.org�





Immigrant Legal Resource Center


1663 Mission St.


Suite 602


San Francisco, CA 94103


(415)255-9499


�HYPERLINK "http://www.ilrc.org"�www.ilrc.org�


ILRC: Living in the United States: A Guide for Immigrant Youth �HYPERLINK "http://www.ilrc.org/resources/sijs/Youth_Handbook_English.pdf"�www.ilrc.org/resources/sijs/Youth_Handbook_English.pdf�





San Francisco Immigrant and Legal Education Network (SFILEN)


938 Valencia St.


San Francisco, CA 94110


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sfimmigrantnetwork.org"�www.sfimmigrantnetwork.org�





Educators For Fair Consideration (E4FC)�2130 Fillmore Street


 #248


San Francisco, CA 94115-2224


www.e4fc.org





United We Dream


Dreamactivist.org








Get Involved!





Mission








ASPIRE: Asian Students Promoting Immigrant Rights through Education


The mission of ASPIRE is to provide support for immigrant youth and allow them to reach their dreams through education. We are committed to working towards a more inclusive, equal society and protecting our rights as human beings.








Asian Law Caucus


55 Columbus Ave


San Francisco, CA 94111


(415)896-1701 ext. 117


www.asianlawcaucus.org








Lisa Chen





By definition, an undocumented person is a non-citizen who entered the US without legal documentation or who overstayed their visa. 

















What issues do they face?





Approximately 65,000 undocumented students graduate from US high schools each year. However, only 5-10% of these students go to college.





Undocumented students do not qualify for state and federal grants, or work study even though their parent’s pay into these funds by paying taxes. Furthermore, they cannot legally work to finance their education. 





A common stereotype about undocumented students is that they are only Latino. API undocumented students are often overlooked and do not know how to access resources for immigrants. Furthermore, culturally it is often times not openly discussed in the family, thus API students don’t find out until they start applying to college. 





Even if they do pursue higher education, undocumented students often times work multiple jobs “under the table” in order to make ends meet. It is not rare for these students to take a semester off and save up, then go back to school. After they graduate, there is no means of obtaining legal employment. 



































Who are undocumented?





According to the Pew Hispanic Center, there are approximately 11.5-12 million undocumented people living in the United States. The report estimates that Asian and Pacific Islanders make up 1.5 million of the undocumented population. 











What does it mean to be     undocumented?











Legislation





DREAM Act


The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act.


Pending bipartisan legislation that provides undocumented students with a path to legalization.


Students would either serve two years in the military or obtain a two –year college degree and then qualify to apply for legal permanent residency. 


California Assembly Bill 540 (AB 540)


AB 540 authorizes any student, including undocumented students, to pay IN-STATE tuition at CA’s public colleges and universities (CA Community Colleges, California State College, UC’s) so long as they have graduated from a CA high school and met other basic requirements.





“What I learned in ASPIRE is that I still have hope! Hope for me and my family. Hope that I can get higher education without worrying about money, money that my family doesn't have. Hope that ICE won't knock down my door and take my family away.  Hope that I can be an immigration lawyer. I want to be able to work and help my family who has been working for me with their sweat and tears with no complaints.” –Shayna, ASPIRE member





“Many of these students have the power to positively influence America’s future, if only they could be given a chance.” – Ju, ASPIRE member





“We want to be part of the solution. Please help us with our efforts to convince Congress to reform immigration policies, whether for students like me via the DREAM Act, or for families like mine through Comprehensive Immigration Reform.” – Shinji, ASPIRE member






























































Who are undocumented youth?





The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that about 2.5 million undocumented youth under the age of 18 live in the U.S. 





About 40% of these students live in California. 





In the University of California (UC) system, Asian undergraduates make up 40-44% of the undocumented student population (2006-2007). Of these undergraduates:


      60% are Korean          7% are Indian or Pakistani


      14% are Chinese         7% are Thai or other Asian 


      10% are Filipino	1% are Pacific Islanders


      1% are Japanese	1% are Vietnamese





A majority of these students were brought by their parents at a very young age, and thus had no choice in the matter. 





















































